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A JUDAS PEACE 

BY WILLIAM EOSCOE THAYEK 



When a swindler goes about his work, he takes it for 
granted that there is a certain number of persons whom he 
can dupe. The number may be larger or smaller, but he is 
certain that it exists, and he sets his traps to catch as many 
victims as he can. His trap may be simply a gold brick, or 
a roll of counterfeit banknotes, if he preys on the most gul- 
lible; or it may be a seductive broker's circular, if he is gun- 
ning for persons who have more dollars than wits ; or it may 
be the prospectus of a quack medicine. It has remained for 
our time to witness the greatest swindle of all — that of the 
cunning rulers of a vast empire who, in their desperation, 
hope to win by deceit the victory which they could not win 
by war. 

Their trick is so novel that although we have been put 
on our guard, we cannot too often expose it, imtil we are 
sure that it has failed. Four years ago, in August, 1914, the 
German Emperor and his wicked ring of militarists and 
capitalists plunged the world into a war by which they 
planned and fully expected to conquer it. They calculated 
on taking Paris and destrojdng France in three weeks, and 
then they intended to turn against Russia, and to shatter 
her power before the snow fell. They were wonderful cal- 
culators, those Germans, and on paper they could reduce 
everything to their will, down to the fraction of millimeters 
or grams; but the minds and souls and consciences of non- 
Germans they could not penetrate. " Every man imputes 
himself," said Tennyson, and the Kaiser and his ring im- 
puted to the peoples whom they went forth to blast the base 
fears, the cringing and the deceit, which they themselves 
would resort to if they were threatened by an immensely 
overwhelming enemy. Thanks, however, to the heroic sense 
of honor and of duty of Albert, the King of the Belgians, 
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thanks, also, to the glorious valor of the handful of Belgian 
troops who defended Liege and delayed the on-rushing Ger- 
man hosts, the Kaiser's boastful scheme of capturing Paris 
was undone: he did not dine there on August 15th, Napo- 
leon's birthday; he has not dined there since, nor is he ever 
likely to enter the French capital again, unless it be as a 
prisoner. Joffre allowed the invaders to come as near Paris 
as he needed to carry out his sti-ategy, and then the incom- 
parable Foch drove through their centre, and they reeled 
back to the Aisne, half way to the German borders. 

If the Germans' reason for going to war had been sin- 
cere, they might have stopped after the Marne; because in 
the forty days' campaign it had been made perfectly evident 
that France and Russia had had no intention of attacking 
Germany, and that they would gladly return to peace if 
the German assailants withdrew to their own country and 
gave up fighting. The reason alleged by the Germans, how- 
ever, was a lie ; they pretended that they were bent on de- 
fending Germany from aggression ; the real purpose in their 
heart was to attain world dominion. After the battle of 
the Marne, therefore, seeing themselves baffled in getting 
world dominion by the direct way, they decided to get it 
by the indirect way. This consisted in achieving their Mid- 
dle Europe project by which, through the aid of their vas- 
sals — Austria, Bulgaria and Turkej^ — they should rule the 
Balkans, and Western Asia from Constantinople to Bag- 
dad. Through bribery and the suborning of treason they 
destroyed Russia's armies and instigated the revolution which 
deposed the Czar, and left Russia disunited and without an 
orderly government. Germany found ready tools in the 
Bolshevik leaders, and seized large tracts of Russia which 
she now included in the Middle Europe Empire. 

The dominion of Middle Europe being thus actually es- 
tablished, and having a population of two hundred million 
or more inhabitants, Germany sought for peace. She let it 
be whispered that she would consent to certain restitutions 
in Belgium, France and Italy — and why should she not con- 
sent? From Middle Europe she could raise an army of 
twenty million soldiers, and take back whatever she might 
grant to the Allies for the sake of securing an immediate 
peace. Let peace once come on her terms and she would 
be able to smash France and Italy and even to overcome 
England at her pleasure. 
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This was the first German peace drive nearly two years 
ago, and it did not succeed, because the Western Powers 
saw through its deceit. Ever since then the Germans have 
attempted to catch the civilized nations by it. Any ruse that 
would leave Germany in possession of Middle Europe, would 
leave her despot of the world. Owing to her incapacity to 
understand foreign nations, she suffered an amazing surprise 
in April, 1917, when the United States entered the war 
against her. The Kaiser and his parrots pretended that this 
was of no importance, that the Americans were merely bluff- 
ing, that they had no army, and that even if they raised one 
the American soldiers were too cowardly to fight. Woe to 
the ruler who feeds lies to his people! Some Germans there 
must have been who, like Belshazzar's courtiers, saw the ter- 
rible writing on the wall. Even the most truculent of the 
Prussians recognized that before the Americans were pre- 
pared to come in, in force, Germany, having failed to entice 
the Allies into a negotiated peace, must crush them on the 
battlefield. They imdertook to carry out this last desperate 
plan by their drive which began on March 21, 1918, and 
was followed by several others in which at great cost they 
drove back both the French and British armies. Then they 
were checked. On July 15, Foch delivered a counter stroke 
which stunned them and he has rained blow after blow on 
them ever since, not merely causing them to abandon most 
of the territory they had conquered since March, but teach- 
ing them the habit of retreating, which they have learned 
with the efficiency to be expected of such thorough-going 
and docile scholars. 

The Allied victory, for it is already a real victory> inas- 
much as it has proved that the Germans cannot win in 
battle, has led them to resort again to peace propaganda. 
Since the time of Frederick the Great, force and mendacity 
have been the two chosen weapons of Prussia, and in this 
atrocious war they have gained more by mendacity — ^which 
includes bribery, corruption, deceit and plain lies — than by 
force. 

What is it they hope to achieve by mendacity now? They 
hope to fool the Allied nations into accepting terms of peace 
by which not only Prussian militarism, the ascendency of 
the Junkers, the autocracy of the HohenzoUern and the ruth- 
lessness of the commercial and industrial ring, typified in 
Ballin, shall remain undisturbed, but also their Middle 
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Europe Empire shall stand unshaken. How can they ex- 
pect to accomplish this, you may very well ask, how can any 
Allied ministers or public men be such fools as to fall into 
this obvious German trap? The answer is clear; there is 
probably not an Allied Cabinet Minister in Europe or here 
who is fooled, but they are all in bondage to public opinion ; 
and if the public opinion which sways them demands peace 
on any terms there is danger that they will hsten and submit. 
So the Germans aim their campaign of mendacity, not 
against the Cabinet officers, but against the people in the 
Allied countries. They count on winning over enough men 
and women to turn the decision in their favor. In short, they 
reckon that every country has a large number of dupes. Are 
you one? When their propaganda reaches you in some sly 
and seductive disguise, are you the sort of person who will 
be caught by it? Shall you say; " That sounds reasonable 
and just; why shouldn't it be carried out? " 

Apparently the Germans have decided to employ two 
forms of appeal — the pious and the pathetic. They have 
already begun to work several varieties of pious appeal, all 
of which are based on the New Testament and the doctrines 
of Christ. Months ago clergymen, who were secretly pro- 
German or pacifist, began to utter in many parts of this 
country the warning that as Christ bids us to love our neigh- 
bors, when the time comes to end the war we must not be 
harsh or vindictive towards the Germans, but must forget 
and forgive their crimes and atrocities. Even admitting that 
the Germans did wrong, they continue, we must take them 
back into our confidence and esteem ; otherwise we should do 
wrong, and two wronges do not make a right. In the par- 
able of the prodigal son did not Jesus teach that the sinner 
must not only be forgiven, but feasted and. made much of? 

When I have dissented from this application of Christ's 
parable, I have been asked by ministers whose sincerity was 
above suspicion: " But must we not distinguish between the 
crime and the criminal? Can we not love the criminal though 
we hate his crime? " I have observed in most cases that par- 
sons who endeavor to make this distinction usually minimize 
the crime and whitewash the criminal. They leave on their 
congregation the impression that after all we must not be too 
hard on the Germans, they are so much like the rest of us. 

Now ministers of Christ, of whatever creed, who talk in 
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this loose way sin against Justice, and Justice is a very holy 
ideal planted by God in the human soul. Whoever denies 
or perverts Justice, sins against God. 

Of all persons, one would think clergymen should be the 
last to shake popular respect for the few elemental ideals on 
which civilization rests — ideals among which Justice is the 
most essential. For the men who devote their lives especially 
to cherishing and teaching the sacred things of the spirit 
ought to know by what long and painful stages each of the 
ideals came to be recognized and then revered by men. 
Nothing could be more wanton or more impious than to cast 
away on the caprice of a moment the ideal for which the ages 
have groaned in travail, and thousands — it may be myriads — 
have sacrificed their lives. 

Yet this is what any one does who proposes to leave Jus- 
tice out of the count. For a half century past mawkish sen- 
timentalists have winced at seeing Justice done; they send 
flowers to atrocious criminals in prison, or sign petitions to 
have them pardoned and released. They lay stress on any 
trifle to extenuate, to palliate, to excuse. Unless the respect 
for Justice be quickened, morals will vanish from among 
men, for Justice is the backbone of morals, and without 
morals civilization dies. 

What shall we say, then, for those persons who urge or 
insidiously suggest that we hold back the hand of Justice 
when we come to the great day of reckoning with Germany? 
They would make us abettors of the most awful criminals in 
history, and they would mask their baseness by quoting from 
the New Testament the admonition to love our enemies. 

Whoever reads Christ's utterances, however, will discover 
that he never sanctions the surrender of the moral law. In 
every one of his precepts he assumes that the Divine Justice 
operates throughout the universe. Never for a moment does 
He command you to stand by and see evil done to others ; on 
the contrary. He presupposes that you will and must defend 
the great principles of God to the death, as He himself did. 
He was not the spineless, mushy moralist whom the Pacifists 
have tried to palm off upon us. In all the books of religion 
there are no condemnations so terrible as His. 

Listen to Him, if you have any doubt: " And Jesus called 
a little child unto him, and set him in the midst of them . . . 
Whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in 
me, it were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
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about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depths of 
the sea." {Matthew XVII, 2, 6.) 

How do the apologists of the Germans reconcile this with 
the slaughter of a million or more little children, defenceless 
and unoffending, in Belgium, in France, in Poland, in Ser- 
bia, in Russia, in Armenia, by Germans or at their instiga- 
tion? At this hour, many thousands, torn from their parents, 
are wandering helpless and uncomforted over Europe, or 
waiting in refuges opened for them by compassionate French 
and Americans. If we are to believe Christ, each of these 
little ones is like a millstone hanged about the neck of the 
Kaiser, since he it was who commanded or sanctioned these 
atrocities. He has out-Heroded Herod; for the innocents 
whom Herod slew numbered only a few hundred, but the 
Kaiser's victims surpass a million. 

What comfort can the scribes and hypocrites of our time 
draw from the Christ who said to their predecessors : " Ye 
serpents, ve generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
damnation of hell? " {Matthew, XXIII, 33.) Or was it 
a mild man who approved the judgment of the master of 
the unprofitable servant that he should be cast into outer 
darkness : " there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
{Matthew, XXV, 80.) Jesus never slackened in his con- 
demnation of the scribes — " Which devour widows' houses 
and for a pretense make long prayers: these shall receive 
greater damnation." {Mark, XII, 40.) When the wicked 
husbandmen slew the heir of the vineyard, their employer 
should come and destroy them {Mark, XII, 9) — very dif- 
ferent doctrine from the behest to turn the other cheek. 
Jesus told his disciples that it would be better in the day of 
judgment for Sodom and Gomorrah than for the city which 
refused to listen to their teaching {Matthew, X, 15) . With 
sternness still more awful, he foretold that the Son of Man 
shall send forth his angels to gather " all things which offend 
and them which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a fur- 
nace of fire; there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth." 
{Matthew, XIII, 41, 42.) 

In vain do those who would rescue the Huns from the 
Nemesis which is overtaking them appeal to the Pacifism of 
Christ. They wilfully misinterpret, and their misinterpreta- 
tion is impious. Christ never taught that a man should stand 
by and see a ruffian attack a woman, or a brute maltreat a 
child, or that a murderer should be let off. Christ did not 
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hesitate to use a scourge on the money-changers in the tem- 
ple. He could never have been the supreme spokesman of 
the Divine Love if he had not also revered the Divine Justice. 

I do not think that the propaganda of Pacifists and secret 
pro- Germans will fool the American people into believing 
that Christ would condone the unspeakable crimes of the 
Germans, or that he would approve of forgiving and forget- 
ting at the expense of Divine Justice. The Devil can cite 
Scripture for his purpose. Has not Bernhardi brazenly 
argued : " Christ himself said : ' I am not come to send peace 
on earth but a sword.' . . . Thus, according to Christianity, 
we cannot disapprove of war in itself, but must admit it is 
justified morally and historically." 

Let us, therefore, be on our guard against German and 
Pacifist interpretations of the spirit of Christ's teaching. 
And if we doubt the validity of the Christian code, let us 
turn to the Pagan, for example. How have we advanced, if 
our reverence for Justice falls short of the Roman father and 
judge two thousand years ago, who condemned his own son 
to death? Let Justice be done though the Heavens fall. 

We have glanced at the Pious Appeal, let us turn now to 
the Pathetic Appeal. This is to be concocted for the wives 
and mothers of American soldiers to swallow. Their heart- 
strings are to be wrung. " Why," they are to be asked, 
" should you go on bearing the suspense of having your hus- 
bands and sons at the front? Why should you sink in grief 
as news comes of their death, leaving you to live out a broken- 
hearted existence? You ought no longer to suffer, because 
there is no longer reason to continue the war. The Germans 
are ready to stop. They offer to restore Belgium, they will 
give back Alsace-Lorraine to France, they will satisfy Italy. 
Why then prolong the bloodshed, the agony, the horrors? 
The Germans themselves deplore this. If the Allies persist, 
will not the guilt fall on them? If America keeps on does it 
not confirm the German charge that it is you and the Allies, 
not they, who are filled with the lust of war, and the desire 
for conquest?" 

In some such form as this, women of America, the Ger- 
mans will frame their serpent argument for you, and they 
think so meanly of your intelligence and of your spirit that 
they expect to make you their accomplices. How little they 
know you ! They suppose that your courage has been worn 
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down under the strain of absence and the shock of bereave- 
ment. Their psychologists have told them that you are vola- 
tile, nervous, fond of luxury and comfort, and unable to 
endure hardship ; therefore, they expect that you will be their 
easy dupes, and echo their desperate cry for peace. 

What have you done to justify any one in imputing to 
you such baseness? From the day we entered the war until 
now, who has heard you murmur or complain? If you have 
shed tears, nobody has seen them. I have known many 
mothers who have been as eager as their sons to have them 
go, and many wives who would have cut out their tongues 
rather than have urged their husbands to hold back. No! 
the patriotic resolution of American women has already had 
immense influence. Our troops in the field feel that influence 
supporting them, and it will never flag. During our Civil 
War, fifty years ago, it was the women, North and South, 
who held out steadfastly to the end. It was not women, but 
men — Copperheads, Knights of the Golden Circle, and mon- 
grels of all sorts who traitorously tried to stop the war; just 
as in these days it has been men, who in the House of Repre- 
sentatives and in the Senate of the United States have at- 
tempted by their reptilian votes, to paralyze the arm of 
President Wilson and further the interests of the Kaiser. 

As the needs have grown during the struggle, British 
women, without parade or self-glorification, have sprung for- 
ward to fill the occupations left vacant by the men gone to 
the front. How magnificent have been the women of France, 
without whose service the harvests which were to feed the 
French armies could never have been reaped! Oh, the in- 
domitable, patient, devoted, faithful women of France, 
worthy kindred of the immortal Joan! Let us never doubt 
that, if the call comes, the American women will match the 
heroism and fortitude of their sisters overseas. The expert 
psychologists, on whom the Kaiser and his staff depend 
when they weave their plots against the honor and life of 
foreign peoples, are as imbecile as were the astrologers whom 
superstitious despots attached to their courts and consulted 
four hundred years ago. By what trick of irony has Fate, 
which allowed Germany to make her way in peace bj'^ means 
of her pedants, brought it about that her pedants should 
work her undoing? 

The women of the Allied countries will be the less likely 
to be inveigled into any hysterical movement for premature 
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peace, when they remember the unwomanly, nay, the in- 
human conduct of the German women. Friends of mine 
spent a week at Evian-les-Bains, the French town on Lake 
Geneva, to which long trains of RepatriSs come twice a day 
with their car loads of hiunan wrecks, who have passed 
through the Inferno of German prisons and detention — 
through starvation, abuse and persecution. Many of them 
are far gone in consumption ; all of them are so emaciated and 
spent that they can be of no further use in the war, if ever 
again on earth. The Germans send them, not out of com- 
passion, but in order to save the bare pittance of food, by 
which they have carried out their Satanic policy of slow 
starvation ; they send them also, as a warning to the French 
people and soldiers of the terrors which await them if they 
are captured by the Germans, or if Germany wins. The 
German psychologists, however, fail agaia, for the French, 
instead of being terrorized at the sight of these victims of 
Teutonic cruelty, are simply stirred to redouble their ef- 
forts to wipe out the Hun. 

My Red Cross friends attended the coming of each train 
at Evian, and did what they could to comfort the victims. 
They took special pains to hear the stories of the women, 
whom they questioned separately so as to get the experiences 
of each before she had concerted with the others a uniform 
story. Every French woman reported that when they came 
to a station in Germany, and had to get out of the train, they 
found the platform crowded with German women, who spat 
in their faces and beat them with their fists, and cvu-sed them, 
and otherwise maltreated them. My friends noticed that the 
little French children on landing on the platform at Evian, 
all instinctively held their little arms in front of their faces; 
they, too, had been pounded and spat upon by the German 
women. When a race of women practices such abominable 
cowardice on defenceless little children, what wonder that 
their husbands and sons in the German army commit atroci- 
ties and gloat over them. 

The women of America will not be duped by the German 
drive for a Judas peace, because they are intelligent, and be- 
cause, also, their hearts cannot be deceived. How could a 
mother who has lost a son, or a wife who has lost a husband 
in the war consent to a scheme which would render such losses 
vain? A year or two ago, many Americans were asking 
" Why should we go into the war? " Everybody knows why 
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now. From the moment when our first imits of strong, clean, 
chivalrous, honor-loving American soldiers reached the front, 
saw the ruin and devastation, saw the barbaric methods of 
the Hun fighters, they understood the reason. I have read 
letters from more than one of these young fellows, who had 
only a hazy idea of what the war was about when they left 
home, but who on witnessing the horrors said: "We must 
put this thing down forever, and we will fight until it is put 
down, if it takes a long lifetime." I have heard a Canadian 
Cabinet member say: " It may require three years or five or 
more, but what is any brief length of time compared with all 
the future? Although our whole generation has to be sacri- 
ficed, we must save posterity from the Prussian terror." And 
in quite the same vein, a restrained, quiet and very earnest 
French professor said to me : " Do not suppose that France 
will let up until we have swept away the possibility that this 
awful war will have to be fought over again by our children." 
It is estimated that three million civilized men have al- 
ready laid down their lives in France in order to defeat the 
Hun, to liberate mankind from the incubus of Prussian mili- 
tarism, and to make the world safe for Democracy. They 
died willingly, bravely, but every one of them would rise in 
his grave if he knew that the great object for which he gave 
his life was to be wrecked by cunning and mendacious diplo- 
mats. Over the grave of a British soldier in France is carved 
this epitaph, which is all the more poignant because it is so 
simple : 

When you go home, tell them of us and say, 
' For your tomorrow they gave their today.' 

Woe unto us, if we lose through dulness or negligence the 
tomorrow which these millions of brave men sacrificed their 
lives to secure for us. 

They believed that their cause would triumph, because 
they believed that Justice abides in the heart of the world. 
Let us not confuse Justice with Vengeance. Very few of 
the men, living or dead, who have fought to save civilization 
have been vindictive. Very few have cried out for revenge. 
It seems as if all were aware that a greater than Man would 
punish. " Vengeance is mine ; I will repay," saith the Lord. 

But each of the dead would be amazed to hear any one as- 
sert that the wicked must not have Justice meted out to them. 
Some of the evil propagandists have so lost contact with 
morality that they appear to argue that when a criminal's 
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iniquities surpass all bounds, we must not think of condemn- 
ing him, much less of punishing him, but that we must for- 
give him and take him back into our friendship. If a private 
individual should torment and slay a little child, or outrage a 
woman, or murder an old man, Justice would most properly 
seize and punish him. How can it be, therefore, that we 
should absolve the Kaiser, who through his agents, has com- 
mitted these crimes a million fold. Only the other day (Au- 
gust 30) the Cologne Folks Zeitung, one of the chief organs 
of German Kultur, said of the German practice of Frightful- 
ness : " Much as we detest it as human beings and as Chris- 
tians, yet we exult in it as Germans" 

This war can never end in a just peace until the German 
shall be forced to pay for everything which can be paid for. 
He has sunk fourteen million tons of the world's shipping, 
and he exults in this enormous crime ; but Justice will not be 
placated until he has paid back ton for ton. He has ravaged 
thousands of square miles of French and Belgian, Polish and 
Serbian territory ; he has laid Armenia waste, he has damaged 
Italy. So far as material devastation and losses can be paid 
for and restored, he shall pay for them. The great spiritual 
calamities which he has brought upon the world, the doctrines 
of inhumanity and mendacity which he has shed over it like a 
poisonous gas, the innvunerable bereavements, the blighting 
and shattering of millions of families, the heartaches and suf- 
ferings of the mjrriads who svurive to lead crippled lives, 
these concerns of the spirit cannot be compensated in money. 
These things we leave to the Vengeance of God. 

Pacifists, and all those who would shield Germany from 
the penalty of her crimes, protest that it will take fifty years 
for her to make retribution. Well, what of it, be it fifty years 
or five hundred? Destiny waited three hundred and thirty 
years from the landing of the first slave in Baltimore to the 
emancipation of the last slave in the United States. During 
entire centuries men thought that the crime had been forgot- 
ten, and then the Divine Wrath, after a tremendous war, 
collected the bill. 

Forgetful is green earth ; the Gods alone 
Remember everlastingly; they strike 
Remorselessly, and ever like for like, 
By their great memories the Gods are known. 

The German people went into the Atrocious War not 
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only willingly but eagerly. For thirty years they had been 
taught to look forward to it, as the means whereby they 
should increase their wealth and power. Their Prussian 
rulers had always conducted war as a major form of piracy, 
and the Germans had come to regard it as a legitimate means 
to gain. This time the lure held up before them was World 
Dominion, and when the Allies dashed their hope of a swift 
victory, Helfferich, the German Minister of Finance, ex- 
horted them to hold on, because, he assured them, the Allies 
would be beaten and be forced to pay such vast indemnities, 
that every German man, woman and child and his descend- 
ants would be rich forever. And now, when the German 
military chance of conquering the world and appropriating 
its wealth has vanished, we are asked to forgive the German 
nation which for the sake of its selfish greed, heartlessly 
brought havoc and destruction upon the earth. It may not 
be: for the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether. Germany did not take care that the wrongs she 
planned should be limited in time or extent; she dehberately 
intended to make the rest of mankind her vassals forever. 
Half a century seems a very brief period in which to expiate 
her imspeakable guilt. 

Six months ago, we still heard, even from persons in high 
places, that the German army could never be beaten, and that 
therefore the Allies must have resort to a negotiated peace. 
This opinion, however, was based on a misconception of 
where the vital point of the struggle lay. As the Germans 
seized Province after Province, State after State, and es- 
pecially as they dissolved Russia by their corruption, and 
annexed the huge fragments which composed it, our doubters 
lost heart, and talked of peace. 

But from the beginning of the war the vital spot has 
been the Western Front; for in war the object is to destroy 
the enemy's army, not to take his territory. If you destroy 
his army, you can take whatever territory you choose. The 
case is not unlike that of an octopus which clutches spoils in 
its tentacles. You may find it hard to cut each off, but if you 
pierce the heart of the monster, all the tentacles will relax 
and the spoils will drop from them. This is what will happen 
when the Allied armies destroy the great German army on 
the West. Belgium, France, the Ukraine and all Middle 
Europe will slip out of the Teutonic control, and the Hun 
menace to civilization will be laid. 
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As I write this, the German army has akeady been driven 
back, and unless some incredible disaster to the Allies should 
supervene, the Teutons are inevitably beaten in the field. 
That the German despots understand this is proved by their 
frantic efforts to secure peace by chicane. Only by listening 
to their guile, and by being duped into accepting a part to- 
day, when they could have the whole tomorrow, could the 
Allies lose the certain victory which awaits them. 

We must not slacken our preparation ; we must push on 
with larger and larger forces, and never allow the wily Huns 
to imagine that we are war-weary or down-hearted or will- 
ing to compromise. During the latter part of the year 1864, 
also, there were doubters, cowards and friends of the enemy, 
who still beset President Lincoln with declarations that the 
Civil War was a failure and that he must make peace. But 
he knew better. He saw the end was near, and he hastened 
to attain it. No man hated war more than he did, no man's 
heart bore a heavier burden of grief than his did; but he 
would not betray his country and the world in order to silence 
the clamors of sentimentalists or of the shallow-brained. 

Of all great national rulers, none has surpassed Lincoln 
in a sense of Justice. The words which he spoke to our 
fathers in their crisis, were so just that they apply equally 
to us in our crisis, and we can conceive of no similar ordeal in 
which they will not be most pertinent. Therefore, I quote 
Lincoln's immortal passage: " Fondly do we hope, fervent- 
ly do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may speedily 
pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the 
wealth piled by the bondman's two hundred and fifty years 
of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood 
drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with the 
sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must 
be said, ' The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether.' " 

In conclusion, let me commend the serious reading of 
this passage to those who have been appealing to Lincoln's 
phrase : " With malice toward none, with charity for all, " 
in their endeavor to incline the heart of the American nation 
to a peace framed in the interests of the Hun, and those who 
are urging us to make the way of the German transgressors 
easy. I do not believe that the United States and the civilized 
world can be duped to their destruction, 

William Roscoe Thayer. 



